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by KAY LAUGHLIN

“Her Majesty,” 
a mighty oak 
tree, stood 

atop the hill on the west side 
of Cahoon Valley over look-
ing the lake and the mouth 
of Cahoon Creek. The trunk 
of the tree was enormous. 
Seven girl scouts once locked 
hands and circled the tree to 
see just how big it was. They 
all fit around the tree. 

One of the huge branch-
es spread out from the tree 
like a bench six feet from the 
ground headed south. Many 
a bridal party had their pic-
ture taken under this branch 
of the tree. Everyone walking 
on the walking path enjoyed 
her magnificence. Ten years 

ago, this tree was hit by light-
ning and lost. It was a des-
ignated “Moses Cleaveland 
Tree,” one of five standing in 
the village.

Back in the early 1970s, 
the Early Settlers Associa-
tion of the Western Reserve 
arrived in the village to look 
over our trees and designate 
the oldest ones they believed 
were standing when Moses 
Cleaveland arrived in 1796. 
The association picked five 
trees they thought were that 
old. “Her Majesty” was one 
of the trees picked. These 
trees were plaqued with 
a small bronze plate that 
said Moses Cleaveland Tree. 
There are no Moses Cleave-
land Trees standing today.

The Moses Cleaveland 
Trees in Bay Village

 » See TREES page 2

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE

“Her Majesty” stood on top of the hill in the Cahoon Park 
walking track area on the west side of Cahoon Creek.

by LYDIA GADD

Hu m a n s 
need to 
c o n n e c t 

with other living 
beings.  Fulfi l l-
ing this need is 
strongly tied to 
health and happi-
ness. Connection 
and social inter-
action far exceed 
wealth and success 
as measures of hap-
piness according to 
numerous studies.    

C o n v e r s e l y, 
chronic illness and 
even early mortality are strongly 
linked to loneliness. Even home-
lessness in the long run is found 
to be more about a lack of people 
than a lack of money. Connectivity 
is the main purpose of senior and 
community centers.

Pet therapy, among other 
things, is also about connection. 
Hospital patients experience mea-
surable benefits from spending 
time petting a therapy dog, for 
instance. Connecting with animals 
helps people take a mental break 
from their problems and enjoy 
companionship in the here and 
now. The concept is simple, but 
no less powerful. The other side of 
connecting is that it also feels good 
to take care of another living being, 
and play a role in their well-being.

Dogs are usually a perfect “go-
to” animal for pet therapy, but not 

necessarily an option for every-
one. In the movie “The Shawshank 
Redemption,” for example, impris-
oned character Brooks befriended 
and cared for his pet crow. If you 
saw the movie you would under-
stand that his relationship with 
the crow was quite significant to 
his overall well-being.

Although not a crow, an 
equally unlikely quasi-therapy 
animal has been adopted by the 
Westlake senior and commu-
nity services department. A wild 
turkey took up residence on our 
grounds in late November, ironi-
cally, the day before Thanksgiv-
ing. She doesn’t travel with other 
turkeys. She’s a loner. Day in and 
day out, she rounds our building, 
peering into all the office and 
activity room windows. 

Lillian the Therapy Turkey
WESTLAKE SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

Lillian on the balcony of the Westlake 
Center for Senior & Community Services, 
peering in at a Valentine's Day luncheon.
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A musical 
pathway to 
career and 
travel
by KAREN DERBY

Bay High senior Amelia 
Johnson was named 
National Merit Finalist 

this month, a prestigious aca-
demic achievement awarded to 
less than one percent of Prelimi-
nary SAT test-takers in the U.S. 
She is hopeful the designation 
will lead to both acceptance and 
scholarships to colleges where 
she’d like to major in music edu-
cation and performance.

“I feel that my musical train-
ing has taught me to work very 
hard and has taught me disci-
pline,” she said. “These skills 
have definitely helped me suc-
ceed in other academic areas.”

With two pianos in her 
home, making music was simply 
a part of growing up for Amelia. 
In fact, with four piano players 
in the family (including parents 
Lisa and David, and sister Annal-
ise), the girls’ piano teacher pro-
vided eight-hand arrangements 
for the family to perform. She has 
been reading music and playing 
piano since the age of 5.

Amelia began her band and 
orchestra performances playing 
clarinet in Bay Middle School’s 
Fifth-Grade Band. She switched 
to her current instrument, the 
oboe, in the sixth grade. 

 » See TURKEY page 2  » See AMELIA page 4

 » See DAR page 4

by RITA ABDALLAH

While perusing my alma mater’s 
University of Connecticut 
alumni magazine, I was not 

prepared for the enormous impact of 
an article written by a Syrian American 
author. A passionate, smart and gifted 
writer, Zeyn Joukhadar finds purpose by 
listening to the voices of Syrian refugees.

Moved by this noble cause, I decided 
to reach out to Zeyn to explore if he could 
make time in his busy schedule to visit 
Cleveland and talk about his debut novel, 

“The Map of Salt and Stars.” To my great 
surprise, Zeyn enthusiastically accepted 
the invitation.

According to the United Nations Ref-
ugee Agency, over 5.6 million people have 
fled Syria since 2011. They seek safety in 
Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and beyond. Mil-
lions more remain displaced within Syria. 
Although billions of dollars have been 
sent by countries around the world to aid 
the refugees, many refugees continue to 
live below the poverty line under deplor-
able conditions. The basics – food, water, 
shelter, safety, medicine – are a constant 

struggle. As the war in Syria continues, the 
number of displaced families continues to 
grow, as do their stories of trauma, torture 
and suffering.

Zeyn’s book takes the reader into the 
ruins and rubble of the Syrian diaspora 
through the eyes of a young girl named 
Nour. It begins in the summer of 2011, 
just after Nour’s father dies of cancer. Her 
mother takes Nour and her sisters from 
New York City back to Syria. When their 
home is destroyed by a stray shell, the 
family embark on a dangerous journey in 
search of safety. Nour’s story is mirrored 

in a tale her father used to tell her as a 
child about Rawiya, a twelfth-century girl 
who disguised herself as a boy in order to 
apprentice herself to a famous mapmaker.

All are invited to join Zeyn Joukhadar 
in a discussion on his book and travels to 
hear the refugees’ voices. Joukhadar will be 
at Westlake Porter Public Library on Friday, 
March 22, 1:00 p.m. Books will be available 
for purchase and personal signing.

Please register online at westlake-
library.evanced.info, call 440-250-5462 
or stop by the library’s service desk to 
sign up. 

Below the Rubble: A voice speaks out for Syrian refugees



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

2   19 MARCH 2019 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                                                       

One of these trees stood 
in the way of the I-90 free-
way. The county had to pay 
us for that one. Another oak 
tree stood on Cahoon Road 
across from Osborn Road. It 
was struck by lightning and 
destroyed. In fact, two of the 
other trees, both oak trees, 
were also struck by lightning. 
One was “Her Majesty” in 

Cahoon Park and the other 
was at Forestview and Lake 
roads. There was a maple tree 
behind Mim Shepard’s house 
on the north side of Lake 
Road. It was our last stand-
ing Moses Cleaveland Tree. A 
few years ago, it fell over and 
down the cliff .

We still have some trees 
growing in the village that are 
aging with grace. Two are oak 
trees and stand in Cahoon 
Park. One is on the west 
end of the park next to the 

old road bed for Lake Road 
(see my last article), and one 
is on the south side of Lake 
Road on the east side of the 
valley across from the boat 
club where the Sage house 
once stood. On the north 
side of Lake Road across from 
Pinewood Road, east of the 
cemetery, is another old tree 
standing near the sidewalk. 
The age of these trees has not 
been determined as far as I 
know, but just look at their 
magnificence.

We have removed many 
old and new growth trees in 
the village the last 20 years. 
Residents seem to be more 
opted to cut down a tree than 
rake leaves. The trees along 
Lake Road are disappearing 
fast. I had two trees in my 
yard which I saved. They both 
are 50 or more years old since 
I had lived in the house for 
48 years and they were there 
when I moved in. Someone 
else will have to take them 
down. I never could. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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HIRING:
PART-TIME    
SALES REP
Love the Observer?       

You can help us grow! 
We’re looking for a friendly, community-

minded individual who wants to earn extra 
income while promoting the Observer to 

local businesses.
Set your own schedule; work at your        

own pace.
Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 
Work with nice people and help support 
the most popular newspaper in Westlake 

and Bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: 
staff@wbvobserver.com.

TREES              
from front page    

The City of Westlake and 
the Westlake Watershed 

Group are hosting the eighth 
annual Rain and Garden Show 
on Saturday, April 6, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Market 
Square in Crocker Park, 239 
Market Street. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Families of all ages will 
enjoy a variety of vendors, 
demonstrations and exhibi-
tors. The robust list of more 
than 40 vendors and exhibi-
tors include Drink Local, 

Drink Tap; the Lorain County 
Beekeepers Association; Aqua 
Doc; Don Mould’s Plantation; 
Good Nature Organic Lawn 
Care and more.

The Kid Zone is open 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
includes a face painter, bal-
loon clown and special guest 
star, Michael Roy of Cirque du 
Papier. Additionally, the first 
100 kids will receive free gift 
totes.

The purpose of the Rain 
and Garden Show is to raise 

awareness within the local 
community about the impor-
tance of keeping our water-
ways clean and sustainable. 
All storm water flows directly 
into Lake Erie untreated.

“We’re proud to offer 
such an important event to 
the Northeast Ohio com-
munity,” said Robert Kelly, 
Westlake's Director of Engi-
neering. “Clean and sustain-
able waterways are everyone’s 
responsibility. The Rain and 
Garden Show provides a great 
opportunity for education 
and dialogue about our local 
ecosystem.”

The city of Westlake’s 
storm drainage watershed 
consists of seven major 
streams and creeks that even-
tually discharge to Lake Erie: 

Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, 
Sperry, Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer 
and Wolf. These creeks have 
about 150 miles of storm 
sewers that collect rain from 
developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

The Westlake Rain and 
Garden Show is presented 
by the Westlake Engineering 
Department and the Westlake 
Watershed Group, a volun-
teer citizen committee that 
includes Westlake residents, 
members of local businesses 
and City employees. The 
Westlake Watershed Group 
is looking for new members. 
Learn more about the group 
or the Rain and Garden Show 
at www.cityofwestlake.org/
Go-Green. 

Westlake Rain and Garden 
Show focuses on local 
watershed priorities

Staff and patrons 
alike couldn’t help notic-
ing this new “feathered” 
friend who was frequent-
ing our center. At first we 
thought we had a peeping 
“tom” (pun-intended) and 
named her Roger, but after 
a little research we realized 
that he was a she, and her 
name changed to Lillian.

As Lillian peeks in she 
clearly makes eye contact 
with whomever she sees. 
She prefers to hang around 
rooms that are most pop-
ulated. This means that 
when we have an event 
in our largest gathering 
space on the second floor, 
she walks up the ramp to 
hang out on the balcony of 
that room, peering in and 
connecting.

Our patrons and staff 
alike feel a bond to Lillian. 
If she hasn’t been sighted 
yet that day, there is worry 
expressed. It’s common 
to hear, “Has anyone 
seen Lillian today? I hope 
she’s OK.” When she does 
make her appearance, she 
induces a wave of happi-
ness and smiles.

It is a regular occur-
rence now during our 
programs and activities 
that a patron will happily 
announce “Lillian is here!” 

The mood of the room is 
down-right celebratory. 
People enjoy seeing her, 
and want to take care of 
her.

Who would ever 
guess that a turkey could 
evoke such reactions? I 
certainly would not have, 
but her daily presence and 
eye contact was all that 
was needed to forge this 
emotional connection. 
She brings a smile to my 
face every time I see her. 
I am not alone. Appar-
ently, now, neither is Lil-
lian! Although she prefers 
to be alone, she too likes 
to “socialize” on her own 
terms. Her presence exem-
plifies the power of con-
nection. 

Lydia Gadd is the 
director of the Westlake 
Senior & Community 
Services Center located at 
29694 Center Ridge Road. 
A wide variety of health 
& wellness, social, edu-
cational and enrichment 
opportunities are offered 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Go to 
www.cityofwestlake.org/
community-services to 
find a calendar of activi-
ties, or drop by for a tour. 
You will very likely see Lil-
lian if you do. 

TURKEY from front page    

The Observer takes pride 
in the community ... 

and the community takes pride 
in the Observer.

Community Powered News

Join in at WBVObserver.com/members

News of the community, 
by the community, 
for the community.



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 19 MARCH 2019 3

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org

Caring for someone with dementia isn’t easy. 

Hospice of the Western Reserve is here to help. We focus on 
improving quality of life for dementia patients through specialized 
care, innovative programs like art and music therapy, and 
customized care plans that ensure dignity and comfort.

Hospice of the Western Reserve also educates caregivers on what 
to expect, including techniques to make caregiving easier.

If your loved one has been diagnosed with dementia, insist on 
Hospice of the Western Reserve. Your journey to compassionate 
care begins with us.

For same day help, call us or visit our website today.

We’re here  
for your family.
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Wednesday, 
March 27 
7 p.m.

LEARN ABOUT

Captioning 
and Court 
Reporting

• Meet working court  
reporters and captioners

• Talk with our award-winning 
faculty

• Try a steno machine and  
voice technology

• Learn about our steno 
machine scholarship 
opportunity

• Visit with current  
students and graduates

Tri-C Western Campus | Westwood Cafe, upper level 
11000 Pleasant Valley Road | Parma, OH 44130

RSVP to: Kelly Moranz at 216-987-5214  
or kelly.moranz@tri-c.edu

www.tri-c.edu/ccr

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

The March 8 opening reception for the 
BAYarts Juried Exhibition was packed 

with artists, art lovers, and their friends. 
From 200 submissions, 93 entries were 
selected and grace the walls of the Sullivan 
Family Gallery in the Fuller House.

Familiar names from BAYarts faculty 
included: Mike Adams, Keegan Adams, 
Chris Benavides, Tina Benavides and Jo 
Ann Giovannetti Rencz.

There is a mixture of contempo-
rary, abstract pieces by artists like James 
March, Cherry Rappoli and Susan Shafer, 
which are juxtaposed against traditional 
portraiture by Dave Ward and Ken Smith. 
Everything in between is also displayed, 

from photographs and mono-
prints to encaustic and ceramic 
works.

The Best of Show distinc-
tion and award went to Cleve-
land artist Kimberly Chapman 
for “’A’ is for Active; ‘S’ is for 
Shooter.” Made of porcelain and 
glaze, it consists of three figures 
which are individually titled “Sit-
ting Duck,” “Be Brave” and “M-I-
C-K-E-Y M-O-U-S-E Gas Mask.”

In an accompanying artist 
statement, Chapman writes that 
the head sculptures “allude to the 
rising trend of mass shootings 
in American schools. According 
to several sources, 2018 marked 

the deadli-
est school-
shooting year 
in history. 
With many 
parts of the 
U.S. having 
about 180 
school days per year, 
it means on aver-
age a shooting takes 
place once every eight 
school days.” Chap-
man goes on to write 
that many mass shoot-
ings often do not make 
worldwide headlines 
and pass by without 
notice. “Campaigns for 

tighter gun control and even weapons for 
teachers and school staff have done little 
to curtail the episodes.”

Chapman describes her figures as 
costumed, and says the reason for this is 
to “illustrate the children’s vulnerability 
and uncertainty at school.” 

 The additional winners are:
• 1st Place: James March, “The End of the 

Beginning”
• 2nd Place: Michaelle Marschell, “Selec-

tive Memory”
• 3rd Place: Tina Elkins, “The Many 

Names of Odin”
• Honorable Mention: Patty Flauto, 

“Tempest 1,2,3”
• Honorable Mention: Lisa Schonberg, 

“Beach Musings”
• Director’s Choice: Anne Manley, 

“Wonder”
The exhibit will be on display 

through April 6. 

The Best of Show distinction went to Cleveland artist Kimberly Chapman for “‘A’ is 
for Active; ‘S’ is for Shooter.”

BAYarts Juried Exhibition’s Best of Show resonates deeply
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Nearly 100 pieces are now on display in the Sullivan 
Family Gallery at BAYarts.
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by JAYNE BROESTL

Members and guests of 
the Martha Devotion 
Huntington (MDH) 

Chapter of the National Society 
of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (NSDAR) met 
Tuesday, March 12, at the Clague 
House Museum to present West-
lake Historical Society President 
and MDH member Lysa Layne 
Stanton with the NSDAR Historic 
Preservation Recognition Award.

This award is available for 
both DAR members and non-
members and is designed to 
recognize worthy local individu-
als and groups for outstanding 
achievements in volunteer work 
at the community level in all 
areas of historic preservation: 
buildings, landmarks, monu-
ments, cemeteries, historic dis-
tricts, statues, museum collec-
tions, manuscripts, documents 
and archival materials. It also 
includes writing or compiling 
and publishing books on historic 
preservation projects, historical 
properties, genealogical and 
court house records, and photog-
raphy collections; as well as com-
piling oral histories and serving 
as historical guides, interpreters 
or docents.

Lysa Stanton’s application 
was quickly approved because her 
accomplishments are numerous. 
Her first effort was the refurbish-
ing of the Jack Miner Memorial 
Marker, which led to the cities of 
Westlake and Kingsville, Ontario, 
Canada to become “twin cities” 
– Westlake being Jack Miner’s 
boyhood home and Kingsville his 
adult residence.

She then worked 
to place four new 
markers in Westlake 
within five years: 
Leverett Johnson, 
First Westlake Set-
tler (marker in 2011); 
Clague Homestead 
1876 (2013); Astro-
naut Robert F. Over-
myer (2014); and 
George L. Cooley, Champion of 
the Farmer (2015).

Andy Verhoff from the Ohio 
History Connection (formerly the 
Ohio Historical Society), remarked 
in his letter of recommendation to 
NSDAR that “placing an Ohio His-
torical Marker is more than just 
digging a hole and plopping in a 
post with a plaque on top. 

The Ohio History Connec-
tion’s process for obtaining a 
marker is rigorous, requiring 
articulation of the significance 
of subject to be marked, careful 
historical research, and the draft-
ing of a text, which the applicant 
refines in collaboration with my 
office.” 

Andy further noted that 
“Lysa not only has ideas for mark-
ers, she is able to carry them out. 
Her determination, historical 
knowledge and considerable fun-
draising skills has meant that her 
community knows its history.”

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough then congratulated Lysa 
and shared what he had sub-
mitted to NSDAR in his letter of 
recommendation. He mentioned 
how Lysa “held numerous events 
to highlight our early founders 
and their contributions to our 
community, which in turn helped 
to educate children and adults 

about Westlake’s history.”
Dave Pfister, Lysa’s husband, 

concurred. He added that Lysa’s 
goals of bringing the youth into 
the museum with Craft Sundays, 
mentoring those pursuing Eagle 
Scout rank, teaching etiquette 
classes and other activities have 
been a great success.

Lysa was quick to thank and 
commend the City of Westlake 
Service Department employees 
who keep the grounds and struc-
ture of the Clague House in fine 
shape. She also extended a special 
thank you to Gayle Hill, adminis-
trative assistant for Maple Ridge 
and Evergreen city cemeteries, 
for helping Lysa accomplish so 
many of her goals.

The evening concluded with 
the presentation of a certificate 
and pin from the NSDAR Historic 
Preservation Recognition Award 
Committee. 

The NSDAR is a service orga-
nization that is open to women 
over the age of 18, who can prove 
lineage to a Revolutionary patriot. 
The ancestor must have rendered 
military service or patriotic sup-
port for our independence from 
Britain. For more information, 
visit www.dar.org. Readers may 
view all of Ohio’s markers online 
at www.remarkableohio.org. 

To meet the healthcare needs of the community,            
O’Neill Healthcare is pleased to offer a memory support 
unit located in Bay Village. 
 
In support of the “Longest Day” fundraiser,  
O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village 
will donate $5 for every tour given 
by June 1, 2019 of the memory 
support unit. 
 
Please contact  Kayleen Wilson 
at 440-871-3474 to arrange 
your personal tour. 605 Bradley Road

ONeillHC.com

Secure Memory 
Care Available

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Amelia has since played 
the oboe in many Bay Village 
Schools music ensembles 
including Bay High’s Sym-
phonic Band, Chamber 
Orchestra and Pit Orchestra, 
and she serves as Field Com-
mander for the Bay High 
Marching Band.

She has also audi-
tioned for and won spots 
on local, regional, state and 
professionally-affiliated 
music ensembles. She has 
been part of the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orchestra 
for the past three years, and 
she has performed with 
the Contemporary Youth 
Orchestra (in residence at 
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege) for five years. She also 
plays with the Cleveland 
Institute of Music’s Cleve-
land Youth Wind Symphony. 
Amelia recently earned a 
spot, for the second year in a 
row, on the Ohio Music Edu-
cators Association (OMEA) 
All-State Band, this year as 
Principal Oboe.

Travel has been a side 
benefit to performing for 
Amelia. She visited Italy 
touring with the Cleveland 
Youth Wind Symphony. She 
will travel this summer with 
the Cleveland Orchestra 
Youth Orchestra to per-
form in Vienna, Budapest 

and Bratislava. Even her 
college music school audi-
tions have afforded her new 
travel adventures. She has 
applied to five university 
music schools, all requiring 
her to audition in person. 
She saw Niagara Falls for the 
first time when visiting the 
Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, New York.

Citing Bay High band 
director Darren Allen and 
Bay Middle School band 
director Mark Award as role 
models, Amelia wants to 
have a career teaching music 
at the K-12 level of school. 
And like those mentors, she 
wants to perform in profes-
sional music ensembles at 
the same time. She notes 
that she already gets paid for 
a music gig – she plays piano 
at her family’s church, Christ 
Church Westshore.

“Mr. Allen and Mr. Awad 
are great teachers and great 
musicians,” she said. “That's 
what I want to be.” 

AMELIA              
from front page    

Bay High senior and 
National Merit Finalist 
Amelia Johnson. On behalf of the local MDH Historic 

Preservation Committee, MDH 
membership chair Jayne Broestl 
presented Lysa Stanton with the NSDAR 
Historic Preservation Recognition 
certificate and pin.

DAR members honor 
historic preservation 
with award

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers 
whose support keeps 

the Observer free!
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

As we head into spring (yes, I 
think we are heading into 
spring even though it doesn’t 

feel that way!) some of you may be 
thinking about the condition of your 
lawn, and also starting to perform 
more outdoor activities such as wash-
ing your car at home. This column is 
about simple changes you can make 
to protect Lake Erie. 

Almost all of the storm drains in 
Bay Village and 
Westlake drain to 
Lake Erie – that’s 
right, what goes 
in there goes 
straight out to the 
lake. This means it 
is imperative that 
each and every-
one of us take 
responsibility for 
what does and 
doesn’t go down 
those drains. 

Springtime brings, sadly, chemical 
lawn applications. I have written about 
chemical fertilizers before, asking that 
you stop using them, and I bet you 
have! But your neighbor may still use 
them … What can you do?

If you happen to see the lawn 
chemicals being applied, please try 
to watch to make sure they are keep-
ing the chemicals off of the sidewalk, 
street and driveway. Why? Because 
when it rains next, those chemicals 
will be swept away with the rain water, 
right into the sewer, and straight out 
to the lake. 

If the fertilizers are properly 
absorbed into the lawn, their effect 
on Lake Erie is a little less. Lawn fertil-
izers and chemicals are to blame for 
the toxic algae blooms that happen 
during the summer in Lake Erie, and 
that affects not only our recreation but 
the water we drink. 

What else can you do? Pick up 
trash along your street or wherever you 
see it – you are directly helping Lake 

Erie by performing this simple act. You 
are preventing that waste from getting 
into the sewer and going out to the 
lake. So much of the plastic polluting 
the lake ends up there via storm drains.

We can each play a role and it is 
so simple! 

This is a great message to pass on 
to your friends and family too. When 
you walk your dog, consider taking an 
extra bag with you for trash to pick up 
along the way. Every little bit helps; 
you are making a difference.

Another idea is if you like to wash 
your car at your house, please consider 
pulling your car onto your grass and 
washing it there. Why? Because when 
that soapy water goes into the grass 
and soil, it is naturally filtered by the 
earth. 

When you wash your car in your 
driveway, all that soap goes directly 
into the lake without being filtered 
first! While you may not think that’s a 
problem because you are using earth-
friendly soap, it is still much better for 
the lake to receive water that has been 
filtered by the earth first. 

This is true even when it storms: 
It is much better for storm water to be 
absorbed into the earth rather than 
rushing down streets and driveways 
and into the lake. 

Protecting Lake Erie is the respon-
sibility of each of us, and we can do it! 
We depend on Lake Erie for so much, 
most importantly our drinking water 
… and we all need clean water to live! 
Let’s each do our part to protect it. 

THE GREEN REPORT

Simple, small steps       
to protect Lake Erie

by MEL MAURER

Ohio ranks among the states with 
the highest incidence of Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) in the country. So, 

each year we are asked in various ways 
in March, including this article, to be 
aware of this often-misdiagnosed, often-
disabling disease.

While these awareness weeks or 
months help (even if it’s only one person) 
it seems the most effective awareness 
of a disease comes when a celebrity is 
diagnosed with it. An, actress Selma 
Blair, is the latest well-known person to 
announce that she has MS.

In an article in the March issue of 
Vanity Fair, Ms. Blair said that “she had 
spent the last five years or so fending 
off a battery of puzzling symptoms that 
came and went – neck pain, severe ver-
tigo, trouble walking and sudden loss of 
feeling in her leg. Anxiety and depression 
too.” Also fatigue.

Had Ms. Blair been aware of the 
symptoms of MS, she would have 
changed doctors much sooner. Finally, 
a new doctor demanded she have an MRI 
immediately. It showed, her neurologist 
told her, lesions in her brain indicating 
that she has MS, an incurable autoim-
mune disease that interrupts the central 
nervous system’s ability to communicate 
with the rest of the body.

Her experiences with symptoms 
and no correct diagnosis for years were 
all too common years ago but not since 
the advent of the MRI with its defini-
tive findings. She should not have suf-
fered those years in vain. That’s why we 
have awareness weeks and months. The 
more people know of MS through its 
symptoms the more they will be able to 
demand appropriate treatment.

While there is no cure for MS, drugs 
have been developed to help manage its 
symptoms and to slow its progression. 
The earlier MS is diagnosed the better 
for these drugs to work.

Ms. Blair had many of the classic 
symptoms of the disease but not all. Other 
symptoms include: problems with vision, 
speech, sex, bladder and bowels. Spasticity 
(stiffness, spasms) and some less frequent 
symptoms too. (For complete information 
on MS go to www.nationalmssociety.org.)

It seems that no two people have the 
same MS, it varies so much by person. 
It’s as if it’s designed for each person. Its 
severity and its symptoms cannot be 
predicted. Some people have attacks and 
then experience remissions for a while 
and others have continuing attacks which 
progressively lead to loss of abilities. Many, 
if not most, people with MS live full lives 
even though challenged in various ways. 
Research continues with progress towards 
a vaccine and/or cure in the future.

Maybe Hollywood has better plastic 
surgeons than neurologists; Selma Blair 
should have been correctly diagnosed 
much sooner and begun her treatment 
sooner too. An MS Awareness Month in 
California may have helped.

We hope this Awareness Month 
helps someone in Ohio. 

MS Awareness 
Month in Ohio

HEALTH & WELLNESS

April 11 open house planned  
at St. Paul Westlake

by RICK HAASE

The final in a series of four com-
munity open houses planned for 

the 2018-2019 school year at St. Paul 
Westlake is fast approaching.

Westlake’s oldest independent pre-
paratory school for students in grades 
Pre-K through eight will host the event 
from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, April 11.

Tours of the school will be avail-
able, and visitors will also have the 
chance to meet and talk one-on-one 

with St. Paul Westlake teachers and staff 
members.

All are welcome to attend, said 
Principal Jeremy Louden.

“We invite the community to stop 
in, visit with us, and see what sets St. 
Paul Westlake apart from other schools 
in the area. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for those that may not be familiar 
with our school to come and see what 
we are all about,” Louden explained.

St. Paul Westlake is located at 27993 
Detroit Road. 

by CHELSEA TREBONIAK

Bassett Elementary School was 
awarded the Action for Healthy 
Kids (AFHK) Deluxe Event grant! 

In partnership with ALDI, Bassett Ele-
mentary students will shop for baking 
supplies, assemble a nutritious recipe, 
and provide samples for all to enjoy. 
Student chefs and taste-testers are cur-
rently submitting their unique recipe’s 
name, an outline of the ingredients by 
the cost to exercise their financial skills, 
and description of their ideal “taster (or 
target audience)” to experience entre-
preneurship.

At the event on April 18, all chefs 
will be awarded their business cards. 

Prizes will recognize the top chef with 
awards such as Head Chef, People’s 
Choice, Best Recipe Name, Economic 
Expert, and Healthiest Creation. Stu-
dents, parents, school faculty, and 
community members will contribute 
to the award selections.  

We are thrilled to help students 
connect many healthy pillars of life! 
Join us in celebrating the successful 
receipt of the grant and the tremen-
dous opportunity it has created for 
children in Westlake at Bassett Elemen-
tary School. 

More information on the grant can 
be found at www.actionforhealthykids.
org/tools-for-schools/apply-for-
grants. 

Bassett Baking Blast
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

 join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

The first railroad in the United 
States was operating in 
1828. By 1881 Ohio had 70 

rail lines and 5,912 miles of track. 
It was in February of 1881 that a 
group of investors met in New York 
City determined to build a railroad 
connecting Buffalo with Chicago to 
compete with William H. Vander-
bilt’s Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railroad. A survey of the 
route may have begun as early as 
1879. The first board of directors 
included Daniel P. Eels of Cleve-
land’s famed Euclid Avenue Mil-
lionaires’ Row.

The railroad was organized 
under the name New York, Chicago 
& St. Louis Railroad. It was unusual 
to build a 520-mile trunk line all at 
once but that is exactly what they 
planned to do. Many small towns 
between Cleveland and Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, fought for the privilege of 
having the new railroad go through 
their town. Norwalk and Bellevue, 
Ohio, competed intensely and 
it was the editor of the Norwalk 
newspaper who is credited for 
nicknaming this new railroad the 
“Nickel Plate.”

The year 1882 was far ahead 
of any other in respect to railway 
building in the five states where the 
Nickel Plate was to operate – New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois. The route on the west 
side of Cleveland was partially 
determined by the location of the 
older Rocky River Dummy Railroad 

which had been constructed earlier 
to provide access to summer resorts 
in what is now the Clifton Park area 
at the west end of Lakewood. The 
Nickel Plate was to extend this 
route over the Rocky River and 
west through Dover Township. The 
rail line today marks the separation 
between Bay Village and Westlake.

Shortly after construction 
began on the Nickel Plate, Mr. 
Eels purchased a 69-acre tract of 
land in Rocky River called Tisdale 
Point. It was bounded by the Rocky 
River and Lake Erie to the east and 
north. On the south, the new rail 
line was run along the Eels prop-
erty. Entrance to his grounds was 
gained by a tunnel under the tracks.

The stone wall along his prop-
erty can still be seen on the north 
side of today’s Lake Road across 
from Bearden’s. It is my under-
standing that the stone wall and 
pillars west of Kensington School 
mark the westerly extent of his orig-

inal property. The summer home 
he built in 1888 to replace one that 
had burnt down can still be found 
on the southwest corner of Frazier 
Drive and Oak Road. Frazier Drive 
was once known as Lake (Shore) 
Road.

The Nickel Plate stations were 
constructed in three sizes. They 
were described as neat and taste-
ful, somewhat resembling Swiss 
cottages with projecting roofs. The 
Dover Station was originally where 
the CVS drive-thru now stands. It 
was moved to Huntington Park in 
1960 and currently houses Vento 
Restaurant as part of the BAYarts 
campus. The River Station remains 
in its original location on Depot 
Street and is one of the oldest build-
ings existing in Rocky River. It is still 
used by Norfolk and Southern for 
railroad purposes.

The Nickel Plate was pur-
chased by Vanderbilt just three days 
after it began operation in 1882. 

A section of a 1920 map showing the location of 
the North Dover train station.

The circa 1888 Eels mansion at 19715 Frazier Drive.

J

J

A 1927 plat book showing the location of the 
Rocky River train station.
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The original location of Dover Station is the current CVS drive thru. 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L

The Rocky River station is still on Depot Street.The North Dover station was moved to BAYarts campus and is now the Vento Restaurant.

The Nickel Plate Railroad, Part 1
DIGGING DOVER
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by MORGAN PASKERT

Calling all local sky enthusiasts! Join 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
Astronomy Club on Wednesday, 

March 20, at 6:30 p.m.
Planetarium specialist and NASA Solar 

System Ambassador Bill Reed launched 
Astronomy Club in Spring 2018 to pro-
vide people of all ages and backgrounds 
a chance to learn about astronomy in a 
fun and social environment. Astronomy 
Club hosts monthly meetings at the Center 
where Reed shares current events, gadget 
and software reviews and pop culture news.

Monthly meetings are open to the 
public, and participants can gain access to 
Astronomy Club’s special events including 
planetarium movie nights and telescope 
workshops through a Center member-
ship. Club members range from teenag-
ers through seniors, bringing different 
interests and experiences that result in an 
inclusive and collaborative learning envi-
ronment.

The March meeting will feature an 

update on the Mars Insight Lander, a dis-
cussion on colliding galaxies and prepara-
tion for a Messier Marathon – a single night 
hunt for astronomer Charles Messier’s 
catalogue of 110 relatively bright deep sky 
objects including galaxies, nebulae and 
star clusters. The meeting will also include 
a review and demonstration of the space 
simulation software, Mitaka.

Astronomy Club meetings are open to 
the public. Those interested can register 
online at www.lensc.org or by calling 440-
871-2900. 

by LORILYNN WOLF

Summer is less than three months 
away for most Northeast Ohio fami-

lies. With a break from the daily school 
schedule, it is the perfect time to seek out 
extra help for a child that may be strug-
gling with anxiety, attention, academic, 
electronic addition, social/communica-
tion or other issues. But how do you find a 
summer camp, program or provider that 
can best meet the needs of your child?

Connecting for Kids makes it easy 
with 75 local providers serving children 
birth through age 12 all under one roof 
at the Meet and Greet on Thursday, April 
11, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Don Umer-
ley Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd., in 

Rocky River. To register for the event, visit 
connectingforkids.org/meetandgreet. 
Those who pre-register and attend will 
be entered into a drawing to win a $100 
Visa gift card.

New this year is the Ask Us! program, 
where attendees can stop by the Ask Us! 
table upon entering the Meet and Greet 
to get recommendations from staff on 
resources tailored to a family’s needs.

“Sometimes coming to an event 
such as this can be overwhelming for 
a parent or caregiver who doesn’t even 
know where to start,” says Sarah Rinta-
maki, Executive Director of Connecting 
for Kids. “We want to be as welcoming 
and helpful as possible. The Ask Us! table 
will provide attendees a chance to tell us 

exactly what they are looking for and we 
can point them in the right direction so 
they can make the most of their time at 
this event.”

A free shuttle bus service has also 
been added to the event compliments of 
Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River 
with service provided by Youth Chal-
lenge. Parking is available at St. Thomas 
Lutheran Church & School, 21211 Detroit 
Road, with continuous shuttle service 
between the parking area and the Don 
Umerley Civic Center.

“The parking lot at the venue tends 
to fill up fast and in past years families 
who were unable to find parking, were 
forced to go home, possibly missing 
valuable resources to help their child,” 
says Rintamaki. “With the support of the 
Rotary Club and Youth Challenge, we are 
able to provide this as an option and even 
offer a $50 Amazon gift card raffle to all 
riders as an incentive.” 

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.
©2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

GIVE YOUR CHILD AN 

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE 

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!

Start giving your kids all the advantages of Kumon.
To learn more, we invite you to schedule a Free Placement Test today.

Enroll them in Kumon today!
Enrolling your kids at a Kumon Center allows them to gain the full 

benefits of the Kumon Math and Reading Program, including having an 
instructor there to guide, motivate, and encourage them.

Kumon Math and Reading Center of Westlake
26583 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

440.892.9999
kumon.com/westlake-oh

  
 Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni  
 & cheese, shrimp or Pierogies.  Sides: macaroni & 
 cheese or Pierogies.  All meals include 
 French fries, coleslaw, roll w/butter 
 and dessert.  Iced tea and lemonade 
 served.  Soda available for purchase. 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays from Mar 8th thru Apr 12th 

Parish Activity Center 
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $13 Adult •$9 Seniors & Children • Carry Out Avail. 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 

Astronomy Club to meet  
on March 20

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s Schuele Planetarium

Connecting for Kids to host 
Meet and Greet on April 11

Cleveland Foundry
Juniors

∙ 6th-12th grade rowing 
∙ Year-round opportunities
∙ No experience necessary

Check us out online: 
clevelandfoundry.org
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by MARGARET HNAT

An island beach house may 
be one widower’s escape 
but throw in a teenaged 

daughter, her best friend, and a 
matchmaking sister in-law and 

reality soon comes tumbling 
down in the romantic drama, 
“To Gillian on Her 37th Birth-
day” by Michael Brady.

Presented by Bay Village 
Community Theater, the play 
“gives off a warm, affirmative 

glow,” wrote Variety critic Rich-
ard Hummler. Frank Rich of 
The New York Times wrote, “Mr. 
Brady … writes with a rueful 
sophistication that keeps his 
story’s sentimentality at bay.”

Directed by Tim Peebles, 

the cast includes, Michael Attali, 
Kaycee Craig, Jim Hagen, Marga-
ret Hnat, Elizabeth Mader, April 
Needham and Alyssa Romano. 
Performances will be at St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church, 468 
Bradley Road, Bay Village.

Production dates are 
Friday, March 29, 8 p.m.; Sat-
urday, March 30, 3 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, April 
5 and 6, 8 p.m.; and Sunday, 
April 7, 3 p.m. Tickets are $14 
general admission and $12 for 
students and seniors. Go to 
baytheater.org or call 440-847-
8494 for tickets. 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, March 20 (3:45-5 p.m.) 
TWEEN SCENE – Drop in after school to 
play board games and video games with 
your friends. Snacks will be provided. For 
students in grades 5-6.

Wednesdays, March 20 and 27 
(4-5:30 p.m.) and Thursdays, March 
21 and 28 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW 
BOOKS – Stop by Youth Services to sign 
up for a 10-minute reading time with a 
reading therapy dog. Registration begins 
each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 20 (6:30-8:45 
p.m.) CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGI-
CAL SOCIETY – John Noble presents 
“Using City Directories in Your Family 
Research.”

Thursday, March 21 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINESS LUNCH & LEARN: 
MARKETING BASICS – Getting and 
keeping customers is the most impor-
tant and difficult task facing any business. 
Wise allocation of resources is essential. 
Learn general marketing principles and 
terminology. Please register.

Thursday, March 21 (Preschool ses-
sion, 6:30 p.m.) and Friday, March 

22 (Preschool session, 9:30 a.m. and 
Toddler Session, 11:30 a.m.) TEACH 
ME TO PLAY – A play-based program for 
families and their children (Toddler: ages 
18 months-2 years and Preschool: ages 
3-6 years) who are struggling in an area of 
development. Diverse opportunities for 
learning are provided, with an emphasis 
on facilitating communication, practic-
ing social interactions and responding to 
behaviors in a positive way. The program 
is led by an early intervention specialist 
and speech-language pathologist. Regis-
ter at connectingforkids.org/register or 
by phone: 440-570-5908.

Thursdays, March 21 and 28 (4-5 
p.m.) CODE CLUB! – Learn how to 
build an app, design a video game, and 
change the world through code! Grades 
3-4. Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Friday, March 22 (10 a.m.-noon) 
FIBER FANATICS – A time for needle-
crafters to share, solve problems, and 
show off.

Friday, March 22 (1-2:30 p.m.) AUTHOR 
VISIT WITH ZEYN JOUKHADAR – Join 
us in welcoming author Zeyn Joukhadar 
for a presentation on his book, “The Map 
of Salt and Stars,” a sweeping tale told 

through the eyes of Nour, a young Syrian 
American girl whose family returns to the 
Middle East after the death of her father. 
Please register.

Saturday, March 23 (2-4 p.m.) CARRY 
OUT CRAFTS – Stop by the Youth Services 
Department to see what our featured craft 
is this afternoon. We have all the supplies 
you’ll need to create something fantastic!

Saturday, March 23 (3-5 p.m.) ANIME 
CLUB – A great club for anime and manga 
lovers! All otakus and newbies are wel-
come! Grades 7 to adult.

Monday, March 25 (1-7 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Monday, March 25 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Monday, March 25 (4-5 p.m.) LEARN-
ING CENTERS – Learn about science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math 
using STEAM kits set up in stations 
around the PC Lab. Space is limited for 
each weekly session. Grades 4-5. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Tuesday, March 26 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH – Join us 
to learn Spanish vocabulary and pronun-
ciation with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, March 26 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
WESTLAKE WESTSHORE ARTS 
COUNCIL – Art historian Sean Crum will 
present “American Art: From Benjamin 
West to the Wild West.”

Wednesday, March 27 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The March selection is 
“The Bookshop at Water’s End” by Patti 
Callahan Henry.

Wednesday, March 27 (6-8:45 p.m.) 
CPR – CPR and AED certification for 
adult, child and infant. Instruction by 
certified instructor/paramedic Ken 
Hehnen. Must be 13 years of age. Please 
register.

Sunday, March 31 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. If you 
have a chess set, please bring it with you.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit west-
lakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Westlake Porter Public Library Upcoming events  

Bay Village Community Theater presents 'To Gillian'

by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN
Weekly Storytimes:
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TOD-

DLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND ME 
STORYTIME – ages birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m. and 11 a.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – for all ages

Thursday, March 28 (4 p.m.) EYE SPY 
ANIMALS – Let’s look into the eyes of dif-
ferent animals and learn how and what 
they see.

TEEN
Wednesdays, March 20, 27 and April 
3 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & up: 
Hang out with something fun to do after 
school – gaming, art, movies, technology 
and more! 

Saturday, March 30 (2 p.m.) RASP-
BERRY PI BASICS – Learn to build and 

program electronic circuits using a Rasp-
berry Pi microcomputer in this introduc-
tory class. 

Thursday, April 4 (3 p.m.) WRITE ON! 
– Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, quirky and 
challenging writing exercises and activities 
to get your creativity flowing.

Saturday, April 6 (10 a.m.) AP 1 PHYSICS 
WITH KAPLAN – Come learn from the 
person who literally wrote the book on 
how to study for this exam! Learn about 
the exam, receive study advice from the 
experts, and participate in a Q&A with 
the authors. Participants will receive free 
books from Kaplan. Bring your own device 
or use a library provided computer.

ADULT
Friday, April 5 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS BOOK 
DISCUSSION – Join friends, neighbors and 
library staff for a monthly book discussion 
on the BAYarts campus. This month's book, 
“Salt to the Sea” by Ruta Sepetys, is avail-
able at the library and BAYarts.  

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Bay Village Branch Library 
Upcoming programs  

by STAN GRISNIK

The American Legion Auxiliary 
of Ohio sponsors Buckeye 
Girls State, an annual program 

designed to educate Ohio’s young 
women about the rights, responsibil-
ities, privileges and duties of a good 
citizen. They learn “hands on” about 
city, county and state government.  

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club, 
along with the Bay Village Ameri-
can Legion, sponsors two delegates 
from Bay High School, providing aid 
to attend the weeklong program. 
Two alternates are also identified in 
the event that the delegates cannot 
attend due to unforeseen circum-
stances. The program is in its 64th 

year. This year it will be held at the 
University of Mount Union from June 
16-22.

The selection committee met 
on Feb. 21, interviewed the seven 
candidates and chose Grace Chilton 
and Audrey Ray as the delegates to 
attend this year. Selected as alter-
nates are Eliza Aleksandrovic and 
Kaia Atzberger. Conducting the 
interviews were Bay Village Kiwanis 
members Don Brasted, Stan Grisnik, 
Linda Potter, Foster McMasters and 
Jim Potter. Upon completion of the 
event, the delegates will attend a 
future Legion and Kiwanis meeting 
to speak about their experiences and 
insight gained through their partici-
pation in the program. 

Bay Kiwanis, Legion select 
delegates for Buckeye Girls State

ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER

IT’S MORE THAN AN AD...          
You’re Supporting Our Civic Groups!

adsales@wbvobserver.com
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440-345-6752 
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com 

10% off through ’18 for Observer readers.

W E L C O M E  H O M E  
F O R  T H E  H O L I D AY S !

Thrive Westshore 
Is The Answer. 
www.thrivewestshore.com

Do You Worry About Mom 
When You Can’t 

Be Around?

Do you worry 
about Mom 

when you can’t 
be around?

Thrive Westshore 
is the answer.
www.thrivewestshore.com

440-345-6752
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com

There is another possibility: not the end of
nature but the rebirth of wonder and even joy.

- Richard Louv

Are you ready for a rebirth of wonder and joy?
Call for your free strategy session today.

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests
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  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
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Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com
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Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

Rotary recognizes 16 outstanding 
West Shore Career-Tech students
by LYNN DONALDSON

West Shore Career-
Technical District 
Outstanding Student 

Award recipients were honored 
by the Rotary Club of Lakewood 
and Rocky River at its luncheon 
on March 4 at the Don Umerley 
Civic Center.

The 16 students, top per-
formers in their Career-Technical 
programs, were chosen for their 
exemplary accomplishments in 
the classroom, school activities, 
clubs, athletics and service in 

the community. Each student 
exemplifies traits of leader-
ship, dedication, responsibility, 
caring, community involvement 
and initiative.

“The Rotary Outstanding 
Students represent the ‘best of 
the best’ in the West Shore Career 
Technical District. Our teachers 
and staff work tirelessly to give 
all of our students rich academic, 
technical and real world experi-
ences,” remarked Bill DiMascio, 
West Shore Career-Technical 
District educational coordinator.

“These students have taken 

full advantage of the opportuni-
ties afforded to them. No matter 
what path they chose to follow 
for future success, we know they 
possess the relevant knowledge 
and skills to achieve to their full-
est potential.”

School administrators, 
parents and guests were among 
those in attendance. According 
to Rotarian Nancy Ralls, West 
Shore Career-Technical District 
career development coordinator, 
this is the 21st year the club has 
honored the Outstanding Stu-
dent Award winners.

The Rotary club will present 
each student with a gift card and 
a plaque to honor their achieve-
ments at West Shore’s annual 
Career Passport and Student 
Recognition Assembly on May 
16. Each award recipient is auto-
matically nominated to receive 
the “Career-Technical Student 
of the Year Award” which will 
be announced at West Shore’s 
Career Passport and Student 
Recognition Assembly.

West Shore districts are 
Bay Village, Lakewood, Rocky 
River and Westlake. This year 
West Shore is serving 480 stu-
dents in its workforce develop-
ment programs.

The 2018-19 Outstand-
ing Student Award recipients 

are: Gabe Saad, automotive 
technology; Saif Ali, busi-
ness management; Alisa Cole, 
community-based training 
at GFS; Ryan Dempsey, com-
munity-based training at the 
Marriott; Ellie Gentzel, com-
munity-based training at Rae 
Ann; Ku Hsee, construction 
trades; Megan Meese, culinary 
arts; Vanessa Setta, early child-
hood education; James Iler, 
electronic technology; Reilly 
Zender, health careers technol-
ogy; Seth Marroquin, media art 
and design; Lily Mansell, medi-
cal office management; Bryce 
Mitchell, networking/Cisco; 
Alex Shell, engineering/Project 
Lead the Way; Solana Petrone, 
theatre arts.  

by CAROL JACOBS

The Rocky River Cham-
ber Music Society is 
delighted to present 

a Cleveland all-star brass 
ensemble in celebration of 
the Society’s 60th anniver-
sary! The Diamond Brass 
Quintet is comprised of 
players who are passion-
ate about brass and have 
appeared in many local and 
regional concerts, including 
their popular annual Christ-
mas concert. The RRCMS 
concert will take place at 
7:30 p.m. on Monday, April 
8, at West Shore Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River. 
Diamond Brass Quintet will 
perform a special commis-
sioned piece by Andrew 
Rindfleisch as well as works 
by Johann Sebastian Bach, 
John Cheetham, and Mal-
colm Arnold.

The Quintet’s two trum-
pet players have performed 
and taught extensively 
throughout northern Ohio. 
Amanda Bekeny has studied 
with Jack Gallagher at The 
College of Wooster, John 
Aley and Alan Campbell at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Tim Leasure at 
The Ohio State University, 
and David Burkhart at the 
San Francisco Conservatory 
of Music. Nina Bell studied 
with Charlie Geyer and Bar-
bara Butler at Northwestern 
University, and with Cleve-
land Orchestra Principal 
Trumpet, Michael Sachs, 
at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music. Both Nina and 
Amanda hold positions in 
CityMusic Cleveland Cham-
ber Orchestra.

Hornist Greg Hillis has 
played with many sympho-
nies and chamber music 
groups including Cleveland 

POPS Orchestra, Cleveland 
Opera Theater, Ashland 
Symphony, Cleveland Phil-
harmonic and the Heritage 
Brass Quintet. Greg is a 
founding member of the 
woodwind sextet, Ekklésia, 
and he enjoys playing with 
theater groups across the reg
ion.                                                              

Whitney Clair, trom-
bone, performs frequently 
with such orchestras as The 
Cleveland Orchestra, the 
Rochester Philharmonic, 
and the Akron Symphony, 
and currently holds the 
position of second trombone 
with the Erie Philharmonic. 
She is on the faculty at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, 
and privately teaches in her 
home studio a variety of low 
brass students in the Cleve-
land area.

J.c. Sherman is known as 
a “one-of-a-kind” musician 
who travels with his tuba 

nationally and internation-
ally. He is an instructor of 
tuba and euphonium at 
Cleveland State University, 
and performs regularly with 
the Cleveland POPS and 
the Blossom Festival Band. 
Sherman is a brass crafts-
man who builds and restores 
antique instruments for cli-
ents all over the world. In 
addition to his many classi-
cal music performances, he 
is also an accomplished jazz 
musician.

In this its 60th anniver-
sary season, the Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society 
remains firmly committed to 
the presentation of concerts 
for Northeast Ohio audienc-
es at no admission charge. 
All are welcome. For further 
information visit the RRCMS 
website at www.rrcms.org, or 
follow RRCMS on Facebook 
and Twitter. 

Local chamber music society hosts 
Diamond Brass Quintet

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

5TH ANNUAL SPRING BOUTIQUE
Saturday, April 13 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Rocky River Civic Center
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Come support Angels on the Avenue with raising money
for the residents of St. Augustine Health Campus.

Over 35 vendors and crafters, Chinese raffle, 
food and baked goods. 

Bring the kids to enjoy activities at the Kiddie Corner 
and see the Easter Bunny!
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by KATHLEEN O’BRIEN

With this Ohio 
weather, it’s a 
saving grace from 

insanity to think garden-
ing. Right now, I’m paint-
ing a garden chair and herb 
markers. Best thing to do 
in this rain, snow, ice and 
cold. The painting is fun 
and encouraging to move 
me to thoughts of spring 
and summer. I guess winter 
is meant for us gardeners to 
clean our gardening tools 
and to plan what goes in the 
garden.

Lately, I have been 
focused on herbs. Lots and 
lots of herbs. Anyone who 
has used rosemary with 
potatoes or shoved a few 
sprigs between the skin and 
meat of a chicken before 
baking knows the wonder-
ful taste that herbs provide. 

Or, the taste of fresh basil, 
oregano, parsley and thyme 
in a tomato sauce. Yum. 
Herbs bump up the taste of 
food and beverage.

Herbs make a bever-
age delightful. A fresh sprig 
of mint in ice tea explodes 
the taste to a cool, refresh-
ing, extra-special flavor. A 
leaf of basil or cilantro in a 
drink changes up the usual 
to special. Yes, olives or 
orange rinds might be the 
usual, but adding just the 
right herb makes that drink 
special.

Herbs are easy. The 
right location, soil, pot and 
an herb is happy. Have a 
hot, sunny spot, plop a 
lavender herb in a pot or in 
the ground. It will be happy 
and so will you. Lavender, 
catmint and many other 
flowering herbs will gift 
you with great flowers that 

require little water. And the 
smell of dried lavender in a 
sachet placed in a dresser 
drawer is better than any 
store-bought perfume.

For those who love to 
plant or pot a tomato or 
pepper, an herb is a great 
addition to the garden. For 
those who never planted, 
herbs are a great start to 
gardening. The basic herbs 
to get started include basil, 
cilantro, sage, parsley, oreg-
ano and dill. What’s nice 
about each is that you can 
eat fresh, or dry or freeze 
them for later. What’s really 
nice, too, is that you know 
what chemicals you did not 
put on them when you eat a 
sprig right from the garden.

Herbs. A world of pos-
sibilities that give so much 
pleasure with taste, flowers 
and flower arrangements. 
Enjoy. 

Herbs are a great beginning
IN THE GARDEN

by JULIE MOONEY

Personal connections are the basis of being 
human. We cannot survive without the 

care of someone else in our infant stage. We 
cannot learn the fundamental skills of evolv-
ing into a person without being taught to eat, 
walk, speak and learn. 
We need each other.

Social ties are 
important not only 
to one’s quality of life, 
but also one’s longev-
ity. Studies indicate 
that lonesomeness 
can be as much a 
health concern as 
high blood pressure, 
obesity and alcohol-
ism.

In senior living, 
making a social con-
nection and meet-
ing new people can 
be layered with the 
unsettled emotions 
of a young adult going 
out into the world for 
the first time. However, in senior living, the 
next chapter of life seems to be spelled in a 
common language of understanding what 
it is like to meet new neighbors and make 
new friends. How about re-connections with 
friends from your childhood, school days, 
neighbors where you raised your families, 
co-workers and colleagues?

Westlake Village hosts reunions of 
“friends of old” where paths may cross in 
many arenas in our community. We have 
many heartwarming stories of friendships 

of days gone by that redevelop into days of 
new. Betty and Lee were childhood neighbors 
growing up in Lakewood just a street apart. 
Their brothers were “best friends playing in 
the yards, running through the fields, just 
being boys.” Betty and Lee did not meet 
until a My Life Story program in which it was 

revealed... “Oh! You’re Betty. You knew my 
brothers,” followed by “You’re Lee! You knew 
my brothers!” The bond of a common past 
is something so special and offers a thread 
to weave new friendships.

Brookdale Westlake Village would like to 
invite you to attend our monthly social for 
Coffee and Conversation, Monday, March 25, 
at 10:30 a.m. in our Pub for a friendly social 
gathering. There is always a new – or old – 
friend waiting for you to make that social 
connection. 

Making senior social connections

Lee Saphos and Betty Keckler found friendship with 
the common history of childhood. They enjoy each 
other on bus trips and reminisce of stories growing up 
in Lakewood.

SENIOR LIVING

by MARY MACIAS

Dr. Amy L. Lee, a pediatric psy-
chologist with Cleveland Clinic 

Children’s for the past 
26 years, has been 
named to the board 
of directors of Foot-
path Foundation, a 
4-year-old nonprofit 
organization dedicat-
ed to empowering all 
children through dis-
covery of the natural 
world.

Lee will serve in 
an advisory role to support program 
development.

“I am very happy to be joining 
the Footpath board,” she said. “I 
share with my fellow board mem-
bers a commitment to the organiza-
tion’s mission, including promoting 

resiliency in youth through experi-
ences in nature, and teaching skills 
to youth for mindfulness and stress 
reduction.”

Lee completed her graduate 
training at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity, University Hospitals Cleve-
land, and Cleveland Clinic.

A lifelong Clevelander, Lee has 
lived in Westlake for the past 21 years 
and raised three children there; all are 

graduates of Westlake City 
Schools. She previously 
lived in Bay Village and 
Cleveland Heights.

Founded in 2015, 
Footpath Foundation is 
dedicated to empower-
ing all children through 
discovery of the natural 
world. Footpath provides 
all kids outdoor experi-
ences they need to become 

resilient and productive adults.
Footpath’s offerings include 

overnight camps for kids who could 
not otherwise afford them, a growing 
afterschool program called Footpath 
Nature Club and one-day adventures 
such as fishing outings. 

Westlake doctor 
named to 
Footpath board

Dr. Amy Lee

by BARBARA ARMSTRONG

The Herb Guild Garden Club 
is offering a one-time schol-
arship available to graduat-

ing high school seniors as well as 
Lorain County Community College 
and Cuyahoga Community College 
current freshmen or sophomore stu-
dents. Applicants must be residents 

of the state of Ohio and U.S. citizens. 
International or foreign exchange 
students are not eligible. Only stu-
dents with a proposed academic 
study in Forestry, Botany, Horticul-
ture, Environmental Science, Agricul-
ture, Landscaping, or Culinary Arts 
are eligible for this scholarship.

For more information contact 
Mary Kay Filipiak at 440-926-2469. 

Herb Guild scholarship information

A ‘Learning for Life’ encore 
presentation at Tri-C Westshore
by JOHN HORTON

Get a preview of Encore 
Campus Fridays at Cuyahoga 
Community College during a 

“Learning for Life” lecture on Friday, 
March 22, at Westshore Campus.

The event features two presen-
tations that mirror courses offered 
through Encore Campus Fridays. 
The program – set to debut at Wests-
hore Campus this fall – is designed to 
enrich the minds and lives of those 
aged 55 and older.

The popular program is cur-
rently offered at the College’s Eastern 
and Western campuses, with seven-
week sessions offered in fall, winter 
and spring.

“This is another example of how 
Tri-C is building programs at Wests-
hore Campus to serve everyone in 
the community,” said Suzanne Ortiz, 
who oversees the program for the 
College. “We’re excited to come to 
Westlake.”

The upcoming “Learning for 
Life” lecture includes two discus-
sions led by Tri-C professors emeriti. 
The topics and presenters will be:

    “Cleveland in World War II” by 
James Banks, founder and director of 
the Crile Archives Center for History 
Education at Western Campus.

    “Hollywood’s Best Kept Secret: 
Leo McCarvey, Master of the Ameri-
can Cinema” by Jerome McKeever, 
an English professor at the College.

The free program will run 
9-11:30 a.m. in room 131 at Wests-
hore Campus, located at 31001 Cle-
mens Road in Westlake. Registration 
is requested, though not required, 
and can be completed at www.tri-c.
edu/LearningForLife.

The “Learning for Life” lecture 
series covers a range of topics impor-
tant to the community. Call 216-987-
5968 for more information.

To learn more about Encore 
Campus Fridays, visit www.tri-c.
edu/encore. 

11 Years      1,000+ Citizen Writers      Free at 250 Locations
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by JEFF BING

A couple of issues 
back, I wrote an 
article expressing 

my anger at the Browns’ 
signing of running back 
Kareem Hunt, currently 
under suspension by the 
NFL for knocking around 
a 19-year-old woman. I 
went on to suggest that 
the Browns could poten-
tially damage their image 
and their lofty status 
among Cleveland sports 
fans if they kept Hunt 
instead of releasing him.

Apparently,  the 
Browns didn’t get the 
memo, because somehow 
interest is even greater 
now that they went out 
and acquired Odell Beck-
ham Jr., a moody but tal-
ented wide receiver who, 
by all accounts, should 
mesh well with Baker 
Mayfield and make the 
Browns offense one of 
the better squads in the 
league.

So, I started think-
ing about the so-called 
“sports mentality” that 
allows us to conveniently 
set aside our morals, or at 
least our good judgment 
when it comes to sports. 

I mean, seriously, what 
gives with that?

Suppose you’re walk-
ing down the street and 
see some guy smack-
ing around a teenaged 
woman. If you’re brave 
enough, you might try to 
intervene physically. If 
you’re a chicken like me, 
you’ll at least get on your 
cell and dial 9-1-1, right? 
Then, later, when the dust 
settles, you’ll pat your-
self on the back and feel 
good about stopping what 
could have been a terrible 
crime, not to mention 
getting a nut-job off the 
streets.

But, in the NFL, since 
the nut-job happens to be 
a talented football player, 
we apparently play by a 
different set of rules. And, 
after I thought about it 
more, I realized that the 
rules not only involve 
those very players we 
worship but feature us as 
well.

Think about the 
people you know who go 
to sporting events – foot-
ball games in particular 
– who do a complete 180-
degree transformation, 
from mild-mannered 
office nerd, to drunken, 

face-painted (probably 
in hopes no one will rec-
ognize him), obnoxious, 
foul-mouthed idiot. But, 
enough about our elected 
officials.

There’s only one 
reason thousands of fans 
do this every Sunday on a 
regular basis: it’s socially 
acceptable. It’s mob men-
tality at its finest, I tell 
you, because how wrong 
can it be if everyone else is 
doing it? There’s strength 
in numbers, baby, and 
you could even say that 
with all the alcohol con-
sumed, the numbers are, 
um, “staggering.” (See 
what I did there?)

Anyway, I guess the 
point is, it’s easy to be a 
little wacky-wack when 
you have a support 
group of 60,000 others 
on the “fringe.” I mean, 
if you can stay home and 
watch the game for free 
with much less chance of 
someone spilling a beer 
or throwing up on you, 
but you opt to shell out 
$75 for a ticket, $30 for 
parking, and also spend 
enough on food and 
drink that you qualify for 
a bridge loan, let’s face 
it: You’re there to mingle 
with your support group, 
my friend. It’s not even 
about football, it’s t-h-
e-r-a-p-y, pal. You don’t 
need Dr. Phil to crack that 
code.

You’re welcome. 

by TAK SATO

A shot-in-the-arm can turn a 
regular TV that cannot con-
nect to the internet, what I call 

a DumbTV, into a SmartTV that can 
connect to the cloud – aka internet. 
An available HDMI connection port 
on the DumbTV, wireless internet, 
and a streaming device completes 
the transformation. It's a far cry from 
buying a new SmartTV as streaming 
devices can be had for under $100 or 
even under $50!

Comparatively, the hit on your 
wallet may be more marginal when you 
decide to replace your LED light bulb at 
the front door with a “Smart” LED light 
bulb so you can turn it on with your 
phone rather than fumble through your 
keychain in the dark.

There are many examples of turn-
ing a regular, everyday object in your 
home into a “smart” object by adding 
computer-like intelligence circuitry as 
part of home automation, aka Smart 
Home. More broadly, transforming 
regular objects in this world “smart” is 
referred to as “Internet of Things.”

Like transforming a DumbTV into 
a SmartTV at a fraction of the cost 
of buying a new SmartTV by using a 
streaming device, some of the more 
beneficial features found in a new car 
can also be attained without replac-
ing the whole car. One such feature is 
a backup camera.

Due to physical ailments, people 
may have a painful time turning their 
head when checking for safety before 
backing out of a parking spot. Or in the 

course of trying to parallel park, it can 
be challenging when reversing snugly 
in-between two cars.

When we replaced our 15-year-old 
car, it came with a backup camera. Boy, 
it sure made checking the surroundings 
before backing out easy, and parallel 
parking became easier too. No more 
parking tickets because you couldn’t 
parallel park close enough to the curb 
(yes, I received such a ticket in the old 
car). I’m sure there are some of you 
experts in parallel parking laughing at 
me – LOL!

But just like the DumbTV example 
above, what if you just recently bought 
a new car but didn’t opt for a backup 
camera or it was not offered for your 
model? As a rule of thumb, a new car 
depreciates more than 10 percent the 
first month you drive it off the lot so 
replacing the whole car might not be a 
sound financial decision.

I’ve said this before that people 
don’t necessarily make an U-turn 
home if they forget their wallet but if 
they forget their smartphone, probably 
many would make that U-turn as the 
smartphone has become your wallet 
and much more.

Keeping the ubiquity of a smart-
phone in mind, just like adding a $50 
streaming device to a DumbTV, you 
can buy a backup camera that will use 
Wi-Fi and show the image out the back 
on your smartphone! Online retailer 
Amazon, for example, has many exam-
ples of such backup cameras on license 
plate frames for under $150. That is 
one Internet of Things we need on our 
18-year-old Caddy! 

Making it 'smart'
SPORTING VIEWS
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Breit’s
KITCHENS & MORE

We specialize in creating beautiful kitchen 
make-overs providing experienced, professional, 

design services and quality craftsmanship. 

216-651-5800  www.breits.com
5218 Detroit Road, Cleveland, OH 44102

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by KIM BONVISSUTO

During Westlake High School’s 
recent Diversity Week celebra-
tion, the Leadership Challenge 

club hosted a short film titled “Stories of 
Diversity.”

The film was directed and shot by 
WHS senior Rafi Melikian on her cell 
phone and shares the experiences of 
immigrant students. She said she wanted 
to provide these shared experiences for 
everyone to understand what happens 
around the world and to appreciate the 
privilege of being in school.

“We knew that WHS has quite a bit of 
diversity, in the sense that we have a lot of 
kids and members of the Westlake com-
munity who are immigrants, who lived 
in places very different from Westlake or 
even the United States,” said Rafi, who 
is a facilitator in Leadership Challenge’s 

Diversity Group. “We wanted to highlight 
that.

“We thought so many kids go to 
school with these people who had very 
different life experiences they didn’t even 
know about. We got a couple of students 
and a teacher who are immigrants and 
asked them to tell us their story.”

The film starts out with light-hearted 
stories about things these individuals 
learned when moving to Westlake. As it 
progresses, it delves into serious facts 
and events that shaped the lives of these 
immigrants before they came to the 
United States.

The film was shown during lunch 
periods and was voluntary. As word of 
mouth spread, more and more students 
and staff made their way to the West-
lake Schools Performing Arts Center for 
a showing. Several teachers requested 
access to show the film in their classes.

“In the film there is content that, 
frankly, the average Westlake student 
doesn’t hear or talk about,” Rafi said. “It’s 
eye opening. I go to school with these 
students who experienced or lived in this 
place where war was a daily thing. It’s not 
something we talk about here every day. 
We are all in our bubble. We did this as a 
way to encourage kids to talk about their 
experiences and to inform other kids.”

Rafi is a child of immigrants. Her 
father, Simon, is Armenian, but grew up 
in Lebanon/Syria. Her mother, Majd, is 
Syrian. The couple came to the United 
States in the 1990s in their mid-20s, mar-
ried and started a family. She and her 
siblings, Lori, Vanessa and Luke, were all 
born in the United States.

“I grew up hearing all of these stories, 
but I wish people knew about the way of 
life there and all sorts of places,” Rafi said.

Leadership Challenge advisor Kathy 

McGinty, WHS prevention coordinator, 
said students wanted the diversity issue 
to be relevant year to year. She and Rafi 
said they hope other students will add to 
the project year after year.

“When we previewed the movie 
to select groups of students before we 
showed it, there were kids who cried and 
said ‘I didn’t know,’” McGinty said. “Well, 
how would you have known?”

“Stories of Diversity” is now available 
on the WHBS TV YouTube channel at you-
tube.com/watch?v=xoJ4zd0O6-E.

Students featured in the video 
include Ghazal Adibi, 17, from Iran; 
Nick Gauntner, 16, Japan; Shahad Al-
Jumaili, 17, Iraq; Jafar Al-Saffar, 18, 
Iraq; Valeria Flores, 17, Mexico; Esther 
Park, 18, Korea; and foreign exchange 
student Ditte Due, 17, Denmark. World 
Language teacher Claudia Blaha, from 
Mexico, also is featured. 

'Stories of Diversity' provides shared experiences of immigrants

Summer Camps,
Activities & Programs

Promote your summer camp or activities in the Observer. 
Email adsales@wbvobserver.com
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BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
LENTEN SPECIALS 
EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH  44145

Bus: 440-871-3747
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL0901138.1

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

Great insurance. Low rates.
Remodeling your home can increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your homeowners insurance policy. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®  
CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Great insurance. Low rates. 
Remodeling your home can increase its 
value. Protect it by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate 
your
homeowners
policy. 

by RICK HAASE

Nine St. Paul West-
lake students have 
been inducted into 

the National Junior Honor 
Society.

Congratulations to 
sixth-graders Taylor Albrecht, 

Ria Newton, Alexis Eddle-
man, Dominic Zannoni, J.J. 
Hughes, Marleigh Lademann 
and Gabby Hanchuk. Eighth-
grade inductees are Rachel 
Haggard and Calvin Jenkins. 

The National Junior 
Honor Society is the nation’s 
premier organization estab-

lished to recognize outstand-
ing middle school students.

“We’re extremely proud 
of our newest NJSH induct-
ees,” said St. Paul Westlake 
Principal Jeremy Louden. 
“They embody the excel-
lence that St. Paul Westlake 
is known for.”  St. Paul Westlake’s inductees into the National Junior Honor Society.

St. Paul Westlake students inducted 
into National Junior Honor Society

Tuesday, March 19, 7 p.m.
WESTLAKE STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
The Westlake | Bay Village Observer presents 
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough in a special 
State of the City address tailored for residents. 
The event is free and open to the community. 
Attendees will have an opportunity to hear 
Mayor Clough speak about a variety of City 
initiatives including recent and current 
economic developments and city infrastructure 
improvements, together with an update on 
the highly anticipated Westlake Family Aquatic 
Center.
Westlake Recreation Center Community Room, 
28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Wednesday, March 20, 11:15 a.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB
The meeting will start with a social time at 11:15, 
followed by a discussion of club business at 11:30 
a.m. Refreshments will be served at noon and 
will be followed by a program that will feature 
members' gardening tips, ideas and questions. 
Club President Sally Knurek will give a brief 
presentation about growing orchids and Ruth 
Bertrand will speak about Moses Cleaveland trees. 
The event is free and guests are welcome. No 
reservations are required. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 20, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
COFFEE WITH A C.O.P.
Learn from our Bay Village Police Department 
about personal safety and enable yourself to 
live more confidently and free from fear and 
victimization. Cost is free; RSVP to 440-835-6565. 
Lunch is provided. 
Bay Village Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Wednesday, March 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
CUYAHOGA WEST CHAPTER, OHIO 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Chapter treasurer and webmaster, John Noble, 

will present “Using City Directories in Your Family 
History Research.” Public is invited. Social time, 
with refreshments, is at 6:30 p.m. Program begins 
at 7:00 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 20, 6:30-9 p.m.
SPRING EQUINOX COMMUNITY LABYRINTH 
WALK
This community-focused event invites members, 
friends, and guests to enjoy both the indoor and 
outdoor labyrinths as a sacred way to welcome 
the spring season. This will be an opportunity to 
clear the mind, experience peace, receive inner 
guidance in healing, deepen self-knowledge 
and empower creativity. Advance registration 
is available at www.uscwestlake.org. A $10 love 
offering is suggested.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Thursday, March 21, 7-8:45 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Improve your speaking and leadership skills in a 
fun, supportive environment. Meetings are on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Thursday, March 21, 7 p.m.
Friday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 23, 7 p.m.
‘THE ADDAMS FAMILY’
Bay High School presents "The Addams Family," 
a musical comedy. Tickets are $9 for general 
admission, $12 reserved, and are available at the 
door or online at bit.ly/BHSAdamsFam.
Bay High Auditorium, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, March 23, 8 a.m.-noon
KIDDIE KLOSET
The Westlake Early Childhood PTA sale will 
feature gently used baby items, kids clothing, 
toys, games, furniture and maternity clothes. 
Admission is $5 for the early-bird preview from 

8-9:00 a.m. and $1 for entrance from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Cash sales only. Please, no bills larger than $20. 
Small bills appreciated at the door.  
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Monday, March 25, 11:30 a.m.
SPRING GARDENING TASKS
Jeff Griff from Lowe’s Garden Center in Chagrin 
Falls will discuss tips for getting your season off 
to a good start! Luncheon served at 11:30. There 
is a $5 fee for guests. Please make reservations at 
bayvillagegardenclub.com or by calling Sharen at 
440-871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Wednesday, March 27, 6-7 p.m.
NUTRITION AND BRAIN HEALTH
Proper nourishment will keep your brain happy 
now and prevent diseases typically associated 
with aging. The right foods will take care of your 
brain and keep it functioning properly. RSVP to 
440-808-9275.
Arden Courts, 28400 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Friday, March 29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
LUNCH & LEARN: PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE
Financial advisors Dana Banyasz & Brandon 
Clemens will discuss charitable giving and 
required minimum distribution strategies, 
investment taxability, and the use of a trust 
company to help during the estate process. Cost 
is free; RSVP to 440-835-6565. 
Bay Village Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Saturday, March 30, 4:30 p.m.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
Our meal is free to all. No carry outs. The church is 
accessible to the physically challenged. This meal 
is hosted by Church of the Redeemer, Westlake 
and Clague Road Church.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Monday, April 1, 4-7 p.m.
CLEVELAND INDIANS HOME OPENER 
WATCH PARTY
Bring your favorite stadium chair and watch the 
first Indians home game in style on our large 
screen TV in the comfort of the Bay Village Senior 
Center. Hot dogs and popcorn will be provided or 
bring your own snacks if you prefer! Please RSVP, 
440-835-6565.
Bay Village Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Wednesday, April 1, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer assistance to the 
public. If you have data recorded to pedigree and/
or family group sheets, please bring these forms 
with you, to help volunteers help you. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 3, 1-2:30 p.m.
MEMORY LANE TRIVIA
Bay Village Senior Center is recruiting Trivia Buffs 
to come play the fun, fast-growing trend in area 
senior centers. Memory Lane trivia is an interactive, 
mentally challenging game where you compete 
against other teams to win prizes. Teams will be 
competing from each senior center in Westlake, 
North Olmsted, Rocky River and Bay Village. This 
month’s theme is “Movies, Music and More!" Teams 
may consist of up to 6 players. Light refreshments 
will be served. RSVP by March 27, 440-835-6565.
Westlake Senior Center, 29694 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 3, 7-8 p.m.
STORYTELLER BEV STIVES
The Rocky River Coterie, a gathering of friends 
and charitable group, raising funds for Meals-on-
Wheels and community resources, will be hosting 
a free program. Storyteller Bev Stives will present a 
fascinating program on stories from the World War 
II era. Refreshments will be served. All are welcome. 
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.


